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Date:  MAY 2011
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   This year, for several days after Easter, we were blessed with summer like weather. The grass was a luscious green, flowers were appearing all over the place, the sky was blue, and the birds were singing. I am reminded of the Song of Solomon chapter 2: “Arise my love, my fair one, and come away; for now the winter is past, the rain is over and gone. Flowers appear on the earth; the time of singing has come, and the voice of the turtledove is heard in our land. The fig tree puts forth its figs, and the vines are in blossom; they give forth fragrance. Arise my love, my fair one, and come away.”

   The weatherman says the wonderful weather won’t last, but it certainly is a sign of new life and of God putting new clothes on the earth. In the same way, Isaiah (61:10) rejoices because God has “clothed me with the garments of salvation, He has covered me with the robe of righteousness.” And he goes on to say, “...As the bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so shall your God rejoice over you.       

I was impressed with the Elmer Methodist Easter morning custom of taking two crosses covered with chicken wire and clothing them with flowers; another great symbol of resurrection and God’s renewal of each of us. How often has God tried to dress us and we act more like children being forced to dress up for Easter morning. We fuss and fidget. We toss and turn, complaining while God attempts to make us beautiful.  

   Likewise our lives are constantly changing and we have opportunities for growth and moving on toward the perfection God sees in each of us. Over 80 people participated in our r12 study during lent. About 50 people met each Wednesday for fellowship dinners. We had good turn-outs at Holy Thursday, Good Friday and Easter Sunrise Services. Finally, I personally have never seen so many people at the Easter morning services, though I believe you normally have more than the 300 or so people who came out.   

   In the days ahead Confirmation classes will begin on Sunday, May 1st during Sunday School time. On May 20 & 21 we will be hosting a conference called “Love and Respect.” Though advertised for couples, it is a program that anyone can benefit from. It will last Friday night and Saturday till about 2pm. (see www.loveandrespect.com for details) May 5th is the National Day of Prayer. Our service will begin with a light supper at 6:30pm and prayer service following. Also on May 7 at 5:00pm, we will have a much requested praise and worship time in the chapel. This will also be a service of dedication of the sound and projection equipment that was installed in the chapel in memory of Ben Laury, Sr.  

   Personally, in addition to the above, I also am anticipating the wedding of our son, Nicholas to Mika Okabeyashi. This will be a small family service on May 14th. We have been very excited having Mika and Nick staying with us for the past months while they readjust their plans because of the earthquakes in Japan. I am also getting geared up for summer; summer camps, some time off, gardening, and the ministry garden behind Peter’s Pantry which we will be planting in the near future.  See Katie Dilks if you can help out with this project.  We’ll probably be working on the garden this Saturday morning.

God’s blessings to you all
as we work together for the Lord.

Pastor Dave Repenning

Attendance:
Early

Morning

S. School
April 3

26

200

56
April 10

26

142

38
April 17

20

184

55
April 24

27

234

45
Stewardship:
Church

Missions
S. School
April 3

$5,293.30
$806.00

$62.00
April 10

$3,963.50
$573.00

$56.00
April 17

$4,914.00
$447.00

$56.60
April 24

$6,747.50
$1,259.00
$83.00
May Birthdays
Happy Birthday to All!!

1st
Lila Hathaway

2nd
Marissa Moran, Jennifer Neher & Katharine Harper
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4th
Sarah Morgan

5th
Chad Lago

6th
Courtney Wygor

7th
Stephen Slavoff, Jr.

8th
Linda Herrmann

10th
Robyn Willis, Margery Kelly & Shaun Campbell

11th
Steve Quigg, Harry Hunt, Barbara Slavoff
& Robert Kanady

12th
Nick Repenning, Walt Voeckler, Jr. & Dayton Vail

13th
Paul Eller, III, Justin Timberman & Cole Batten

14th
Emily Cooke

15th
Charlotte Pfannerer & Sandra Zane

16th
Justin Harper, Sr. & Erika Harz 

18th
Jesse Pike & Chris Yago

20th
Ella Shimp, Carly Rose Timberman & Kerri Bratty

21st
Scott McDonald

22nd
Carla Pitman & Anthony Baldosaro

23rd
Jennifer Richards & June Clemick

24th
James Hathaway

25th
Ben Laury

27th
Christopher Weed & Miranda Richmond

28th
Reed Bucolo, Gracie Eller & Richard Montana

30th
Dianne Wentzell

Confirmation Class
Please see Pastor Dave if you are in the Junior High and are interested in joining our church.  Classes will be held:  

Sunday, May 1st during the Sunday school hour

Friday, May 6th from 6 – 7:30pm

Sunday, May 15th from 7 – 8:30pm

Friday, May 27th from 6-7:30pm
Students will be received into the membership on Sunday, June 5th during our 10am service.
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The Audit Committee is requesting that all bank books be turned into the church office as soon as possible. The checkbooks are all that is needed. It is necessary that ALL books be reviewed to maintain our non-profit status.
The audit is for 1/1/10 to 12/31/10.   Thank you
The Hangar Committee
and the Municipal Alliance Committee
will meet together at the Boro Hall on Monday, May 2nd at 7:00pm.  A guest speaker from the Prosecutor’s office will focus on youth issues. We encourage everyone to attend even if you are not part of either committee.
The Elmer United Methodist Church Drama Ministries will be presenting the Dinner Theatre Production of

“The Real Housewives of Bear Creek County”
Dinner - Chicken Pot Pie
(Doors Open at 6:00)

Saturday, April 30th 6:30pm 
Sunday, May 1st 6:30pm
Adults $20

Children $15 (12 and Under)

Location:  Malaga Camp Dining Hall, 

N. Delsea Dr Vineland

For Tickets:
Jeannette McDonald
John Lloyd
Pat Hall
John Bucolo

Carla Pitman
Tom Daly

Jaime Pitman

Chuck Greene
Joanne Daly

Patti Schneider

Ben Laury
Jenn Lloyd
Wayne Knerr

Tom Hill
Ed Pitman

Karen Bucolo

Cheryl Baldosaro

[image: image6.wmf]American Red Cross

               1:30 – 7:30pm   Tuesday, May 3, 2011
                  In our Church Fellowship Hall

                              Walk in or call Florence Bramell

                       for an appointment 358-2191
THE POWER OF PRAYER
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Thursday May 5, 2011
National Day of Prayer!

The Chapel will be open for prayer during the day to come and pray as you wish concluding with a light supper at 6:30pm followed by a prayer service at 7:15pm.  All things are possible through Christ.
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Mother’s Day

Sunday, May 8th!!

Coming to Elmer United Methodist Church

May 20-21, 2011

Love and Respect Conference

“Women need love. Men need respect.”

Dr. Emerson Eggerichs and his wife, Sarah present the Love and Respect Marriage Conference, a dynamic, high energy, practical seminar designed to help couples achieve the relationship they’ve always dreamed of. Based on the groundbreaking principles taught in Dr. Eggerichs’ best seller, Love and Respect, Emerson and Sarah bring the message to life, teaching couples how to achieve a brand new level of intimacy. To register, go to www.loveandrespect.com. Questions?? – please see Leah Bucolo
The Adult Fellowship will go out to dinner. Watch for info for time and place the church bulletin.

The YCW Class will meet on Tuesday, May 10th at 12:30pm at Papa Luigi’s for lunch and a meeting.
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English Hand Bell Concert

featuring musical selections from
CHRISTIAN « BROADWAY - PATRIOTIC - CONTEMPORARY

SUNDAY, MAY 15, 2011

4:30 PM Curtain « Doors Open 4:00 PM

Schalick High School
718 Centerton Road, Pittsgrove, NJ 08318

Donation $6.00 per person
SPONSORED BY

Faith Fellowship Ministries
Saundra Griffin, Hand Bell Choir Director

Vineland First Presbyterian Church
Diane Strozyk, Hand Bell Choir Director
Elmer United Methodist Church
Todd L. Chapman, Hand Bell & Hand Chimes Choirs Director

For more information please call

856-982-3071 or 856-358-0135
Todd Elmer Church Office




Come make a splash with us! 

Join the beach adventure at

[image: image9.wmf]ELMER UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 2011 VBS

Please join all the Sonsurf Beach Bash

adventurers for tons of fun in the sun!

Place: Elmer United Methodist Church

Date: July 11-15th, 2011

Time: 5:45pm to 8:30pm

Snacks, crafts, games, friends…
Register Early!
And bring a friend!

You can find forms online at www.elmerumc.org, at the church office
and the Hangar office
Needed:  Sound Technicians

If you are interested in joining the rotation operating the sound system for Sunday Morning Worship, please see Ryan Schumacher or email him at rymacher@aol.com
Volunteers Needed at Ranch Hope Thrift Shop
· Volunteer Coordinator - Schedule Volunteers Coverage

· Cashiers at Thrift Shop on Tuesday and Saturdays from 7:00am to 3:30pm.

· Pricing/Stocking Inventory Volunteer:  Monday and Wednesday

If you are interested, please call 856-935-1555 and ask for Lew Robinson
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MACULAR DEGENERATION

   There are two types of macular degeneration: dry and wet. Dry macular degeneration is a chronic eye disease that causes vision loss in the center of your field of vision. It is caused by age related deterioration of the macula which is in the center of the retina on the inside back wall of your eyeball. Dry macular degeneration doesn’t cause total blindness, but it worsens your quality of life by blurring or causing a blind spot in your central vision. Clear central vision is necessary for reading, driving, and recognizing faces.

   Symptoms usually develop gradually. You may have a need for increasingly bright light when reading or doing close work, increasing difficulty adapting to low light levels, increasing blurriness of printed words, a decrease in intensity or brightness of colors, difficulty in recognizing faces, a gradual increase in the haziness of your vision, a blurred or blind spot in the center of your field of vision. It may affect one eye or both eyes.

   Risk factors for getting macular degeneration include: being older than 60, having a family history, being white, being female, smoking cigarettes, being obese, having high blood pressure or high cholesterol. A diet that includes too few fruits and vegetables may increase the risk of macular degeneration. 

   There is no treatment to reverse dry macular degeneration, but it progresses slowly so many people can live productive lives. Taking antioxidant vitamins and zinc may reduce the progression. The National Eye Institute suggests: Vitamin C 500mg, Vitamin E 400 Units, 15 mg of beta carotene, 80 mg zinc, and 2 mg of copper. Choose a diet that is full of a variety of fruits and vegetables. Include fish and walnuts in your diet. The Omega-3 fatty acids may reduce the risk of developing this condition. This is an excellent reason to remember to eat a good diet!

   Wet macular degeneration is characterized by swelling caused by leaky blood vessels in the back of the eye.  At any time dry macular degeneration can progress to the more severe form of the disease. Wet macular degeneration causes rapid vision loss. There is no way to predict who will eventually develop the wet form.
   Your eyes will be tested thoroughly. Before you see the eye “doctor” he will want you to write down a list of your medications. Ask a family member or friend to accompany you home from the appointment. Having your eyes dilated will compromise your vision, so someone else should drive you home.

   There are ways to help you cope, including working with a low vision rehabilitation therapist or an occupational therapist can help devise ways to help you adapt to your changing vision. Get the most appropriate prescription lenses for your glasses, use magnifiers, or a closed-circuit television system that uses a video camera to magnify reading material and project it on a video screen, you may have a telescopic lens implanted in one eye surgically to improve close up and distance vision, change the font size on your computer’s settings, choose appliances made for low vision, use brighter lights in your home,  use caution when driving and ask your doctor if it is safe for you to drive. Consider other travel options such as public transportation, family and friends, local van or shuttle services, especially at night.

“For you are bought with a price.  Therefore glorify God in your body, and in your Spirit, which are God’s.”  I 




Corinthians 6:19, 20.
Bonnie Kanady, RN
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            Missions Report

   One of the most blessed missions Elmer UMC supports is World Gospel Missions. Their purpose statement is to connect in ministry worldwide to make disciples of Jesus Christ among all nations. Specifically, our church supports Len and Betsy Philips at Bolivian University, Joy Phillips in Kenya and Sudan, and Denny and Dolly Bowerman working with American Indians. These missionaries have been very busy with their work. 

   Joy Philips is involved in Mango Ministries, a new WGM initiative in Sudan. The goal of this ministry is to see a vibrant church established to assist in the transformation of its community, bringing the Kingdom of Heaven to Sudan. Relying on the strengths of WGM, Africa, they want to focus on assisting mission hospitals, church leadership training, and community health and development work. Joy recently finished up a prayer tour visiting South Sudan where she was able to visit with pastors and other missionaries at hospitals, pastoral training schools, and medical mission centers.    

   Len and Betsy Philips work alongside La Iglesia Evangangelica Mundial de Bolivia (the World Gospel Church of Bolivia). There are roughly 130 Mundial congregations and churches throughout the country. They desire to serve as a help and an encouragement in the ministries of the local church and trust God to create such opportunities for them. Len teaches at the University while Betsy teaches the Gospel through English Education to the Bolivian and missionary children at the Santa Cruz Christian Learning Center. The missionaries are asking for prayer for the new teachers that will be joining them in the 2011-2012 school year. 

    Denny and Dolly Bowerman are actually closer to home than Sudan. They serve throughout Arizona among several Native American tribes. The two primary areas in which they minister are at WGM’s Southwest Indian Ministries Center, located in Peoria, Arizona, and in Black Mountain, located in the center of the Navajo Reservation. They also continue to minister to the Navajo in Shiprock, New Mexico, through the relationships established in 1997. Their specific ministries include children and youth camps, Vacation Bible Schools, family programs, encouragement, and discipleship. Their primary focus is children’s ministries, building up the foundation of their future. Right now they are visiting their supporters through speaking engagements and other meetings. In fact, they will be at our church on June 5th speaking about what God is doing with and through the Navajo Indians. We invite you to come out and join in with the fellowship to hear them speak. 

    God is working wonderful miracles in the lives of these missionaries, and we pray that He continues to bless them.

 

Submitted by Kate Dilks
Missions Committee
Youth Schedule
Middlers

Sunday, May 29th
Float Building and lunch at the Stembergers
[image: image12.wmf]immediately following Sunday School.
Memorial Day, Monday, May 30th
Be at the Stembergers at 9am to ride on the float.
Picnic and swimming at the Stembergers/Schneiders immediately following the parade.

Middler Leaders:

Donna Stemberger 358-2509
Lynda Davis 358-3801
Junior High 

5:30pm Sunday, May 15th
Gym Night at the Hangar 

Saturday, May 21st
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Sub Sale – please meet at the church at 9am

5:30pm Sunday, May 22nd
Mini Golf and Ice Cream 
also shopping for gym equipment
for the Hangar

12:30 – 4pm Sunday, May 29th

Come work on the float for the parade at Stembergers

8:30am Memorial Day, Monday, May 30th
Meet for the Parade
Picnic at the Schneiders afterwards

Leaders:

Dave Zeck  358-3010

Kathy Laury  358-6019

Senior High 

Sundays, May 8, 15 & 22     7 – 8:30pm

Bible Study/Gym Nights at the Hangar

12:30-2:00pm Sunday, May 29th
Lunch at Stembergers, 20 Fourth St, Elmer

2:00 – 4:00pm

Float Building

8:30am Memorial Day, Monday, May 30th
Meet at the Stembergers

11:00am Picnic at the Schneiders home

Third St. Elmer
Leaders:  Ed Pitman  609-364-7155

Jeanette McDonald 358-7527
  Joanne Daly 358-8826[image: image4.emf]
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